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Michael Ignatieff:
New Leader of the Liberal Party

In preparation for the next election, the Liberal Party has a
new leader - the Member of Parliament from Etobicoke-
Lakeshote. Ignatieff is an author scholar, journalist, and
lifelong Liberal. He was elected MP Etobicoke-Lakeshore
in 2006, re-elected in 2008, and currently serves as the
Leader of the Official Opposition and Interim Leader of
the Liberal Party of Canada.He is one of Canadas leading
voices on the world stage in the field of human rights,
democracy and international affairs.

Michael has been involved in the Liberal Party for over
forty years, starting out by knocking on doors for Lester B
Pearson in 1965 and serving as a delegate and National
Youth Coordinator for Pierre Trudeau in 1968.Liberal
values and ideas hae followed him through his caeer,
inspiring his writing, teaching, and decades-long
commitment to public policy. More recentl, in March
2005, Michael delivered the keynote address at the Biennial
Liberal Convention in Ottawa, and in 2006, he ran for
leadeship of the Party.

In 2001, under the initiative of Jean Chrétien and Lloyd
Axw orthy, he was gpointed as a Canadian commissioner
on the International Commission on Intervention and State
Sovereignty, a groundbreaking efort to help guide a United
Nations response to humanitarian crises seen inokovo,
Rwanda and Darfur In 2005, Michael returned to the
University of Toronto and was gpointed a Senior [Ellow
of the Munk Centre for International Studies.

Mr. Ignatieff has only been our leader dr a couple of
months, but he has made him mark on the Canadian political
scene

He recently published an article in national media
emphasizing the importance of rural and agricultural issues
to the Liberal Party of Canada. He hailed the hard work of
rural Canadians and recognized the importance of farming
to the prosperity of our country. Under a new, Ignatieff-led
Liberal government, he would like to see farming be the
foundation of renewable enegy in this country, and he

praised farmers for their immense efforts thus far to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and preserve natural
wildlife habitats.

In light of the curent economic ¢imate, which the
Conservatives had to be dragged kicking-and-screaming
into addressing, Ignatieff decided to put partisanship
aside avoid an eaty election and work with the
government to plow stimulus funding into the econony,

to protect jobs, boost infrastructure and get Canada
through the recession.

The Liberals have demonstated that, unlike the Bloc
and the NDP, we are willing to put partisanship aside
for the geder good. We hare demonstated tha we a
responsible government-in-waiting and will be ready
to lead Canada back to prosperity following the next
federal election.



Liberals make Parliament work: Approve budget, but put Har per on probation
The following is an excerpt from Michaelf opportunities in the green econony.

Ignatieff’'s iesponse to thedget, on
January 28, 2009.

Canadians are worried about the human

It breaks their promise to all provinces
from only two years ago on
equalization. It attaches strings to

consequences of a once-in-a-generation infrastructure dollars that may delay

projects and delay jobs. It promises to
sell government assets for cash,
without saying which assets and for

how much.

economic crisis. They're worried not

only about themselves, but also about
their neighbours, their coworkers, and

their friends.

In the face of this crisis we have a
government that has mismanaged our
public finances for the last two years.

The Conservatives chose reckless
spending and irresponsible tax policy
over prudence and iscal discipline
They drove Canada towards a deficit—
long before this recession began. And,
in so doing, they harmed the federal
government’s ability to act in the
national interest in times of crisis.

For that failure—the failure to plan and
act responsibly as a government—we
hold them responsilte.

We hold them responsitbe for telling us
that there would be no recession, while
the rest of the world was already taking
action, and while Canadians were losing
their jobs.

We hold them responsilbe for their
disastrous fall economic statement, with
its fanciful forecast of a surplus and its
arrogant and diisive patisanship

And we hold them responsible for
proroguing Parliament—at a time when
Canadians wanted their Parliament to
work.

It's now the end of January. To sg that
action is overdue is an understatement.

Yesteiday’'s budget is a fawed
document.

It doesrit go far enough to potect
Canadians who have lost—or will
lose—their jobs. It extends El benefits
but fails to extend El eligibility. It opens
the door for attacks on pay equity for
women. It does not seize on the wealth

And it lacks a credible plan for getting
us out of the $85-billion hole the
government will dig us into over the
next five years.

But the budget also contains important
concessions—concessions forced on
Stephen Harper by the force of a united
Opposition.

Affordable housing. Skills

development. Expansions of the
Working Income Tax Beneft and the

Child Tax Beneft. Measures to male

credit available to business

Investments in colleges and
universities: the incubators of the jobs
of tomorrow.

These measures are only in the budget
because the opposition parties did their
job, because the Libeal Party in
particular remained resolved to hold
Mr. Harper to account.

If the stimulus contained in this budget

has any hope of helping Canadians, it
actually has to reach them. But this is
a government that is more inclined to
make commitments than to keep them.

And so, this aftemoon, | will mo ve to
amend the budget motion to include
new measures to ensure the
government is held accountable for its
promises.

We are putting this government on
probation.

Accountability is something that
Stephen Harper has always said is
important. | agree with him.

But this budget does not include one
word about accountaility.

We will require regular reports to
Parliament on the hudget’s
implementation and its cost — one in
March, one in June and one in
December

Each of these reports will be an
opportunity to withdraw our
confidence should the government fall
Canadians.

We will vigilantly monitor its effects
on our economy and on every region
of our country. We will be watching
like hawks to make sur the
investments Canadians need actually
reach them.

And should Mr. Harper fail to satisfy
the expectations of Canadians, we will
be ready to defeat him and lead in his
place

Canadians dort want another election,
and they're tired of political games.
They have waited too long for action
on the economy for us to fail them now
because of partisan interest.

We are ready to act in the naional
interest,as the gavity of this economic
crisis demands.

| hope Mr. Harper is prepared to do
the same



Nepean-Carleton Liberals Host Infrastructure Forum
“Building a Better Community” Event a Resounding Success

On Monday February 23, 2009, busi-
ness owners, public servants, farmers,
and dozens of other residents con-
verged on the Nepean Sportsplex.
From the North, South,East andwest,
they braved the extreme cold and made
their way to an Infrastiucture Forum to
discuss the needs that Nepean-Carleton
has Dr infrastructure.

In atime when Infrastructure develop-
ment has taken on added priority as a
tool for governments to help address
the global economic slowdown, the
Nepean-Cateton Fedemal Liberal As-
sociation and Nepean-Carleton Provin-
cial Liberal Association teamed up to
sponsor a grassroots discussion to help
identify and potentially prioritize any
investments in Infastructure, from
roads and bridges to community
centers, schools, health care to alterna-
tive sources of power.

Gordon Shields, president of the
Nepean-Cateton Fedemal Liberal As-
sociation, introduced the evening and
the speakers. From the rural/urban
divide, to linking the federal, provin-
cial and municipal attention to maxi-
mizing any local investments of what
is needed in this riding To begin the
evening, attendees heard from a guest
panel ready to discuss infrastructure

needs in our riding.

Jack MacLaren — president of the Pro-
vincial Landowners Association, with
Tom Black, president of the Caleton
Landowners Association spoke of the
de-amalgamation the rural area of Ot-
tawa desies s&ing that the City of Ot-
tawa is not meeting the needs dhe ru-
ral community, and there was a eal de-
sire for less political intervention in the
rural landowners and less taxes.

Chris MacLeod, president of the River-
side South Community Association,
explained that his community was de-
signed to take advantage of the north/
south light rail — and that it has never
materialized, resulting in more cars in
his community and more traffic on the

roads. With 3,000 households and over
9,000 residents, there are not enough
schools, recreation and roads, and the
infrastructure needs are great in this area,
a vital part of the riding of Nepean-
Carleton.

Rod Vanier of the Queensgvay-Carleton
Hospital spoke of his experience in
healthcare and as a lavyer, Rod pre-
sented the view that the current reces-
sion was not made in Canada — it is im-
ported.

Recently, leadess of the federal and pro-
vincial Liberal parties spoke of our pro-
ductivity — it has been falling in relation
to our trading partners — we havent
worked smater, we've worked harder.
Other governments hare productivity
departments, which help to encourage
business to recognize the importance of
inventing in innovation, which increases
productivity. The Steohan Harper Con-
sewvative government doestrt even talk
about productivity as being a concern.

A highlight of the evening was the open-
ing of the floor for questions and com-
ments. Discussion was heated and en-
thusiastic, touching issues such as rapid
transit, the RCMP move to the JDS
building, the Strandherd-Armstrong
Bridge (which was delayed by the inter-
ference of federal Conservatives), the
successes and failures of amalgamation,
our food suppl, educaion, accountabil-
ity and more.

(Continued on next page)

Jack MacLaren of the Carleton Landowners Association speaks



INFRASTR UCTURE
(cont’'d)

Participation was so high that the event
went late, with attendees witnessing
healthy debate and a wide range of views
on interesting subjects. At the end of the
evening, it was clear we had just
skimmed the surface of the concerns
Nepean-Cateton residents hae about
infrastructure in our riding.

The event was well-attended and suc-
cessful — watch for more forums in the
future coming from your friends in the
Nepean-Carleton federal and provincial
Liberal associations!

Former Nepean-Careton MP
David Pratt asks a question

QUOTE OF THE DAY:

“Bad times are new times for these
Conservatives. They arguably
inherited the best economic and
fiscal circumstances of any
government since the 1950s: a
healthy surplus, a declining debt,

low inflation, low unemployment,

strong economic growth. Canada
was the poster child for economic

management in the G8 before the
Conservatives arrived in office, and

remained the poster child
thereafter.”

JEFFREY SIMPSON
GLoBE & MAIL
Dec. 19, 2008

YOUTH PERSPECTIVES
by Evan Robson

It's interesting..as you walk the halls
of my high scool, as yu talk to people
I'm always amazed at some of the things
they talk about. A little bit of this and
that, but rarely do you hear a good
political debate.

| find that people my age are simply
bored by or don't care aout politics
unless it involves President Obama or
unless its the pund line of a joke. It's
funny, because | think othes are
strange for not having an interest in
politics, and they find me strange
because | do

That leads to an interesting question:
Why do people my age show so much
apathy towards the happenings of the
world they will someday inherit?

It's had to sa. | practically live with
my peers at school, but | find it hard to
explain their apathy. Although | lack
the beneft of experience | know
enough to figure that it may be because
that they don't feel the diect efect of
governmental decisions quite yet in
their lives, so there is no motivation to
care.

You also have to take note tha most of
us youth realize that we live this chapter
in our lives ony once and we want to
make the most ofit. We figure tha there
will be time for problems laer. So

unless you are passionate about this

political kind of stuff, people just dort

want to get involved yet. Either that ,or
they haverit yet been &posed to the
kind of environment that will let them

discover that this is what they like.

On the other hand, on the high school
sceneg there have been a couple mar
clubs dedicated to global and local

issues and people are getting a lot more

involved within school councils, clubs,
and other issues going on in the school.
So the potential for political interest is
there - and its geat to see th&. When
there is something going on, and the

direct effects are felt and seen, people

get pretty fired up

During the election, peace was a rare
commodity. You couldn't go anywhere
without hearing of or getting sucked
into some form of political or policy
debde. It was amazing hov fast tha
changed once the election as over.

Literally the day after the election, there
were no more debates, no more about
the issues apmore, nothing. Once all
the ads were done and the political
coverage died down, people stopped
noticing politics. Sg if politicians want
more youth to become active in politics,
they will have to take the issues to the
youth, they will have to give the youth

a reason to cae, and demonstate the
relevance of political topics.

Current political issues, especially on
Parliament Hill, have a \ery important
impact on our societyand it is equaly
important of be avare of thems There
are a lot of very intelligent people in
my school, and in my age goup, but
they're caught up in other aspects of
their lives They have potential to gve
great political input, but they are just
not focused on it @this time.

Focus the yuth on politics eaty, and

that will set the groundwork for a
stronger community presence in
decision making br years to come

CHECK OUT THE
N EPEAN -CARLETON
FEDERAL LIBERAL
A SSOCIATION
ONLINE !

www.ncfla.org

NEW AND IMPROVED
WEBSITE COMING
SOON - STAY TUNED !



Vancouver Convention

The 2009 Leadership and Biennial
Convention will be a crucial step in
the Liberal Party of Canadas renewal
process.

In addition to ratifying a new Leader,
Liberals from across the country will
gather in Vancouwer to put forward
new policy initiatives, and set a course
for the future of the Liberal Party of
Canada.

The Convention takes place at the
Vancouwer Convention Centre from
April 30 to May 2, 2009. Here are
some notable events the lucky
attendees will experience:

April 30
Council of Presidents Meeting

May 1
Organizing and Training Workshops
Tribute to Hon. Stéphane Dion
Policy Think Tank Sessions

May 2
Constitution and Renewal Plenary
Leader Announcement and Speech
LPC Party

For further information about the
Vancouwer Corvention, please visit:
www.liberal.ca

Meet the Executive Board of the NCFLA

Gordon Shields
Salma Siddiqui
Rabia D’Andrade
Keith Anderson

Mary Ellen Torobin

Lawr enceWylie
Karen Sinclair
Jai Aggarwal
Mark Johnson
Nardin Ghahary
Don Dransfield
Anna Yates
Josh Drache
Anw er Ansari
Alice Basarke
Darcy Ross

Bir Basarke
Karine Cousineau
Jules Ruhinda
Ahmad Munkal
Trudy Zimmerly
Peter Zankl
Deborah Elson
Azra Alvi
Andrea Phoenix
Kaiser Ahmed
Bruce Ricketts
Ed Mahfouz

President

Executive Vice-President
Vice-President (Blicy)

Treasuer
Secretary

Membership Secretary

N.W.L.A. President

N.C.PL.A. President
Communications Chair
Volunteer Coodinator

Fundraising Chair
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Past Candidate




The victory fund
help build the Canada you want

Liberal

Stéphane Dion and the Liberal Party need your help
and that of all cur members to defeat Stephen Harper
and build a strong Liberal Party.

Your contribution of as little as $10 per month — the equivalent
of pust $2.50 per month after your year-end tax rebate (thats
the price of a coffee and muffin!) — will make this happen.

The new finandng rules mean that political partes must develop strong
grassroofs support in order to compete on a level playing feld in
elections. Due to thes Reform Party roots, the Conservatives have bean
wery successful at this for some tme - in fact, the Torles raised almest
four times as much as the Liberal Party in 2007.

The Wictory Fund has been created as a means for all Liberals to partice-
pate in an nexpensive and meaninghul way to inance Liberal victories
at bath the nding and the rational leval,

Victory Fund supporters »

Canadians wanl to throw out Harper's Conservative Governmant for
« Cancelling a national child care strategy:

= Musmanagng the Canadian econamy;

= Making a mackery of election finance leglslaton; and

= Obstructing global progress on cdhmate change.

Canadians need a Liberal Government that will:

« Re-establish Canada’s international reputation;

« Manage a strong, vibrant Canadian economy;

« Adopt a coherent strategy to address cimate change; and

« Laundh a sustained camgaign to reduce poverty = especally child poverty,
We need your help now. We need you in the Victory Fund,
Together, we Liberals have bullt a stromg Canada, a Canada of which we
can all be proud The Victory Fund will budd a strong Lberal Party that
will be ready to take on Stephen Harper and the Conservatives and give
Canada an open, progressie, and modenn government

Please take a few minutes now to join.

2 Yes! Count me in for a monthly contribution of 55 to the Liberal Party of Canada and 55 to tha Federal Liberal Riding

Association of

21 I'd Bkee to make an additional monthly contribution of 5
s, Mrs, Mz, D
Ema

Address: iy Prowince;

tothe Liberal Party of Canada and 5

o the riding association noted abowe,
ddimimifyy:
Home Phane

Postal Code

b COl A i 5

O Enclosed & a void chagque

O  Charge my credit cand: O isa Maspencand O
Card MNo: Expiry Date:
Marme on Card: Signature
me v"m'r fund Likmral Farty of Canada

Bl Msrca

help build the Canada you want Ot Cintzvis K1 P

Amnerican Express



Liberal Helpings in Nepean-Carleton

Liberal Helpings in Nepean-Carleton
sure served up a dish fit for a King, or
in this casefit for guests fom all over
Ottawa and the riding

In Nepean-Carleton we carried out not
one but two events that attracted new
and old alike and left wanting only
those unable to confirm a ticket quickly
enough when the call went out. An
over-abundance of food and libations
decorated Salma Sidliqui’s kitchen,
which became a central meeting
ground (along with the rest of her
house) for the many visitors who joined
us in celebrating Michael Ignatieff and
the Liberal party on January 14th.

In addition, our fellow provincial
liberal association got involved with
the help of Karen Harrison whose
home was the other site of Liberal
Helpings, where guests pitched in for
a pot luck supper of “Family
Favourites”. It was “Forks Down! for
the conference call fom The Leader
and thanks to sound engineer Al
Gardiner, placing the speakr phone
into a glass bavl amplified Michael’s
voice to great effect! Before dessert,
they all had a good laugh at The
Mercer Report’s feature about the
move into Stomoway. There can be
no doubt that Liberals have a sense of
humour!

With the frigid temperature dropping
to -30 Celsius it did little to deter 40 or
more committed liberals from across
Ottawa and Nepean-Cateton from
dropping by and sharing in a mix of
political dialogue, hearty eating,
wonderful wine and even a joke or two.
With the evening & Salma’s home set
to a theme of Canada’s rich and
journeyed immigrant history, guests

diversity of the Liberal Party of Canada
and liberals acoss Ottava. It was truly
en famille that night. In total, more
than $1900.00 was raised, which spoke
volumes of the organizational capacity
of the event coordinators and the
commitment of fellow liberals.

We all should be poud of this event
and on behalf of the NCFLA extend

regaled each other in short stories about our warm appreciation to each and
long journeys and treasured keepsakes every one of you for attending.

from generations past. Itwas a night to

remember and reaffirm the strengthand Special thanks also go to the

coordinators and other Executive
members who helped sell tickets and
bake delicious desserts.

Gordon Shields
President
Nepean-Carleton

Fedeal Liberal Assocition

* * *

Questions/Comments?
Please feel free to contact
Mark JohnsonEditor at
Nepean.Carleton@gmail.com
He welcomes all feedback!



